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Third Call for Inclusiveness Target 
Countries (ITC) Conference Grants

This is a call for applications for ITC Conference Grant in the frame-
work of the COST Action SAGA (CA17131), Grant Period 2: 
• Deadline for applications: 16 June, 2019
• Conference dates: must take place before April 30, 2020
• After the conference: submit report and relevant documentation

to the ITC CG coordinator within 30 days of end of conference and
before April 30, 2020 (whichever takes place earlier)

• Please note that interested applicants should read the relevant
section from the COST Vademecum to establish whether they are
eligible to apply for an ITC CG (find relevant link at the end of this
document)

Conference Grants are aimed at supporting PhD students & Early Ca-
reer Investigators (ECI, up to 8 years after PhD) from participating ITC 
in SAGA to attend international science & technology related confer-
ences not specifically organised by SAGA.

What is an ITC Conference Grant?

Suggested Conferences
• 13th International Conference of Archaeological Prospection

(Sligo, Ireland, 28 Aug -1 Sep 2019)
• 25th Annual Meeting of the European Association of Archaeolo-

gists (Bern, Switzerland, 4 - 7 Sep 2019)
• Conference on Metrology for Archaeology & Cultural Heritage

(Florence, Italy, 4 - 6 Dec 2019)
• Computer Applications & Quantitative Methods in Archaeology

(Oxford, United Kingdom, 14 - 17 Apr 2020)

7 July 2019

https://www.saga-cost.eu/
https://twitter.com/SAGA_COST?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/SAGACOST/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.researchgate.net/project/COST-Action-SAGA-the-Soil-Science-Archaeo-Geophysics-Alliance-going-beyond-prospection
https://www.ap2019sligo.com/
https://www.e-a-a.org/eaa2019
https://www.e-a-a.org/eaa2019
http://www.metroarcheo.com/home
https://caa-international.org/


• Applicants must be a PhD student or an 
ECI with a primary affiliation in an insti-
tution located in a COST Action SAGA 
participating ITC: https://www.cost.eu/
actions/CA17131/#tabs|Name:parties.

• Applicants must make an oral/poster 
presentation at the conference in ques-
tion and be listed in the official event/
conference programme.

• The main subject of the presentation 
must be on a topic relevant to COST 
Action SAGA. More details about aim 
and objectives of SAGA and its Working 
Groups can be found here:

     https://riojournal.com/article/31648/ 

• COST Action SAGA (CA17131) should 
be acknowledged both in the book of 
abstracts and in the oral/poster pres-
entation following COST guidelines 
(Section 10 of the COST Vademecum 
(https://www.cost.eu/wp-content/up-
loads/2019/05/Vademecum-May-2019.
pdf).

• The participation must be pre-ap-
proved by SAGA Core Group (i.e. the 
Grant is for future conferences and not 
for conferences which have already 
taken place).

Who can apply?

How much?

 
The financial support on offer is a fixed fi-
nancial contribution to the overall expens-
es incurred during the participation in a 
given conference and may not necessarily 
cover all of the associated expenses.

It takes into consideration the budget re-
quest of the applicant and the outcome of 
the evaluation of the application. 

The following funding conditions apply and 
must be respected:

1. Up to a max of EUR 2500 in total can be 
afforded to each successful applicant, 
including:

2. Up to a max of EUR 160 per day af-
forded for accommodation and 
meal expenses

3. Up to a max of EUR 500 for the con-
ference fees

In addition, when meal and accommoda-
tion expenses are supported by the hosting 
institution as part of the provisions offered in 
their conference package, the amount for 
subsistence afforded to each eligible par-
ticipant must be deducted from the Grant. 

Documentary evidence of the conference 
fee amount must be provided by the ap-
plicant.

https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA17131/#tabs|Name:parties. 
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA17131/#tabs|Name:parties. 
https://riojournal.com/article/31648/
https://www.cost.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Vademecum-May-2019.pdf
https://www.cost.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Vademecum-May-2019.pdf
https://www.cost.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Vademecum-May-2019.pdf


How to apply?

1. Register for an e-COST profile at 
https://e-services.cost.eu/user/registra-
tion/register

2. If applicant is not a COST Action SAGA 
participant yet, send an explanatory 
email requesting to become partici-
pant to Action Chair: 
• Dr Carmen Cuenca-Garcia:
(carmen.cuenca-garcia@ntnu.no)

3. Follow the steps in e-COST for ITC Con-
ference Grant application, which in-
cludes the submission of:

• CV (max 2 pages)

• Abstract of the conference contribu-
tion

• Letter/mail of abstract acceptance

• Short description including:

 ο the applicant’s involvement in 
COST Action SAGA

 ο how the topic of the abstract is re-
lated with COST Action SAGA

 ο link to the general website of the 
conference

 ο link to the scientific program of 
the conference

 ο link to the registration page where 
the fees are detailed 

Selection of applicants

The evaluation of applications will be per-
formed by the COST Action SAGA Core 
Group and the final selection of candi-
dates voted by SAGA Management Com-
mittee. 

The selection of applicants is based on the 
following criteria:

1. The scientific scope of the conference 

contribution must clearly complement 
the overall objectives of COST Action 
SAGA.  

2. Oral contributions will be given priority 
over poster contributions.

3. European conferences are preferred, 
although conferences held elsewhere 
can be considered.

mailto:carmen.cuenca-garcia%40ntnu.no?subject=


After the Conference

The Grantee must submit a scientific report 
through e-COST within 30 calendar days 
from the end date of the conference in 
question, and before April 30, 2020, which-
ever takes place earlier.

A template for the scientific report can 
be found in e-COST. The scientific report 
should include any relevant discussion or 
feedback for the talk given by the Grant-
ee, information on relevant talks attended 
at the conference and interesting discus-
sions. Pictures can be included. Length 
should be max 2 pages.

The Grantee must submit documentary ev-

idence of the paid conference fee to the 
Grant Holder Manager (Dr Ingrid Salvesen, 
ingrid.salvesen@ntnu.no) along with any 
other relevant administrative documents. 

Payment of the Grant is subject to the sub-
mitted scientific report being approved by 
SAGA Core Group. Written approval of the 
submitted scientific report must be sent to 
the Grant Holder for archiving purposes.

Successful applicants will be asked to sub-
mit a brief summary of the ITC Conference 
Grant outputs for the Action’s website de-
scribing the scientific report which will also 
be made available online.

Acknowledgement of COST Action SAGA

Oral or poster papers presented in the con-
ference must clearly display the:

• SAGA logo
• SAGA’s website: www.saga-cost.eu
• COST Association and EU logos

Please contact SAGA’s Science Communi-
cation Manager (Dr Agnese Kukela: 
agnese.kukela@gmail.com) for more infor-

mation and high resolution logo files. 
Oral or poster presentations as well as pub-
lications resulting from ITC Conference 
Grant must acknowledge COST Action 
SAGA using the following:
 “This work/Part of this work was supported 
by the COST Action SAGA - The Soil Science 
& Archaeo-Geophysics Alliance, CA17131, 
www.saga-cost.eu.” 

Take pictures and send them to the Sci-
ence Communication Manager: Dr Ag-
nese Kukela (agnese.kukela@gmail.com) 
and the ITC Conference Grant Coordina-
tor: Dr Simo Spassov (simo@meteo.be).

Grantees are encouraged to tweet from 

their own account during the conference, 
mentioning:

• #SAGA_COST 
• @COSTprogramme
• #ITCConferenceGrants 

and any other relevant hashtag.

During the Conference

http://ingrid.salvesen@ntnu.no
http://www.saga-cost.eu
mailto:agnese.kukela%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.saga-cost.eu
mailto:agnese.kukela%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:simo%40meteo.be?subject=


Links to key webpages and documents 

• SAGA’s webiste: 
      https://www.saga-cost.eu 

• COST Action SAGA proposal: 
      https://riojournal.com/article/31648/

• SAGA’s admin site in COST Association 
website: https://www.cost.eu/actions/
CA17131/#tabs|Name:overview

• MoU (COST Action SAGA): https://www.
cost.eu/actions/CA17131/#downloads

• COST Vademecum, see Section 9 & 10: 
https://www.cost.eu/wp-content/up-
loads/2019/05/Vademecum-May-2019.
pdf 

• Create e-COST profile: https://e-servic-
es.cost.eu/user/registration/register

• Online application form: https://e-ser-
vices.cost.eu/conferencegrant (this re-
quires of an e-COST profile)

For further information you may contact the 
ITC Conference Grant Coordinator: 

Dr Simo Spassov
(simo@meteo.be)

https://www.saga-cost.eu/
https://riojournal.com/article/31648/ 
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA17131/#tabs|Name:overview 
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA17131/#tabs|Name:overview 
 https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA17131/#downloads  
 https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA17131/#downloads  
 https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA17131/#downloads  
https://www.cost.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Vademecum-May-2019.pdf 
https://www.cost.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Vademecum-May-2019.pdf 
https://www.cost.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Vademecum-May-2019.pdf 
http://: https://www.cost.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Vademecum-May-2019.pdf
https://e-services.cost.eu/user/registration/register  
https://e-services.cost.eu/user/registration/register  
https://e-services.cost.eu/user/registration/register  
https://e-services.cost.eu/conferencegrant (this requires of an e-COST profile)
https://e-services.cost.eu/conferencegrant (this requires of an e-COST profile)
https://e-services.cost.eu/conferencegrant (this requires of an e-COST profile)
mailto:simo%40meteo.be?subject=


This publication is based upon work from COST Action SAGA (CA17131), 
supported by COST (European Cooperation in Science and Tech-
nology). COST is a funding agency for research and innovation net-
works. COST Actions help connect research initiatives across Europe 
and enable scientists to grow their ideas by sharing them with their 
peers. COST is supported by the EU Framework Programme Horizon 
2020. The authors acknowledge the financial support provided by COST. 
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